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The Journey of Trooper Francis Leonarc

OctoberiMa®94h 1946

I ntroducti on

This is the story of my Grandfather and his journey
the Army Personnel Centre (APC) in Glasgow, and a nt
Hussars and 1 Armoured Div. I't contains a number ¢
i ncomplete or illegible. I have marked each sectior
explanatory description. Any notes in italics are ¢k
20 OctobeAt tl®ddtlati on Taunt on

Frank Rea was attested into the British Army as a Vc
serve outside the United Kingdom with a Recruiting (
years old and working as a Drivers Mate on an Excave
t he Royal Armoured Corps (RAC). As a voluntary enli
and how he wanted to serve rather than the |l ottery c
anywher e. He may have selected the RAC as he had fr
ments from the west country such as the North Somer s
ing Officer may have suggested that his experience v

11 DecembéePod®O9dd 52 (Heavy) Training Regi ment RAC, A

52 Trg Regt RAC was one of 12 RAC Training units acrt
Barracks, Bovington in Dorset. | t conduct ed dwhdtl , we
physical fitness and the theory and practice of work
that ti me, it was known as Primary Training.
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By al l accounts | ife at Bovington was hard, but not
Ni ssan Huts (which were not well heated) in groups ¢
NCOs), with the day starting at 0630, Breakfast at
|l ectures or practical demonstrations after | unch; [ r
driving under instruction around a square, then out
mil es away at Lul worth Cove. I n the evening, after
cleaned their kit with Iights out at 2200. This was
Saturday afternoon, church parade Sunday morning anc
Training had | imited opportunity to go off camp (the
facilities for them to use such as a -dlidahalyi,c wreftri &
The aim was to turn civilians into soldiers and to c
u e E

i nfl ence how they would be mpl oyed. This | asted

Bovington has been completely redeveloped since the
home of the RAC and is where all Armoured Training ¢

24 FebrudrmPyyst®42 57 Training ReBIl mestBRACacBwi nWanmi

Swi nEblhes Barracks had been opened in 1938 (named af
and the Founder of the Royal Tank Corps (RTC) (Gener
rename the RTC the RAC and expand it by mechanizing

some Territorial I nfantry Battalions. It was a purg
and together) in | arge numbers.

57 Trg Regt RAC conducted what we today would call F
posted to an Armoured Regiment in a specific role.
emphasis on all aspects of wvehicle training under ir
moving to Troop (3 Tanks) and Squadron (15+ Tanks) e
crew irliesing (including map reading), Gunnery, Radi
system sought to give soldiers a range of skills the
them in. German training was much more role specifi
although the site has been developed, you can stil
junction. To the left is the School of I nfantry anc
buil dings, hard standing to park vehicles on and the
road and it takes you up onto the Salisbury Plain tr
The British Army move out of Warminster in 1943 and
facilities and training areas. They remained until
role as a training establishment. The site was Trene
specialist Infantry training in the 1970s with an I
a Demonstration and Experi mentat. n role. Since t he

Tactics Trainer (CATT). In 2015 he site was r ename

h
0

and synthetic based Armoured Training with Tank and
t

town and the housing as expanded out to the southerr
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11 JuneiGraca ed Weekend Privilege Pass (WPP)

Trooper Rea obviously stayed out of trouble as he we
War mi nster . This would have allowed him off camp fc
He would have been able to get a Great Western Railyv
West County.

Trooper Rea passed out of 57 Trg Regt towards the er
(DO) Class |11 earning the princely sum of 3s 9d a ¢
deductions for food, damages etc. and any money he ¢
vehicle and was competent to undertake other roles v

1 Jul yi Plo%4t2ed 52 (Heavy) Training Regiment RAC, Alle

Fighti
wor se
di spat
of rep
East.
on the
12 Jul

Troope
East .

The
sout
Af ri
Me d i
appr
Afri

0

(pr
read

o0 o0 o T

Q9 v ®» X O D

They |
sout he

ng had resumed in the North African Desert in

of the tank battl es. As a resul t, t here was

ched to make good | osses. Trooper Rea would

|l acements (in groups of approximately 100 sol
Whil st at Bovington there would have been fu
| atest tactics, vehicle recognition et al

- ™~ M)

yPi®6dB2ed to Port of Embarkation

r Rea (and others) Il eft Bovington to a port (
He was part of Draft Seri al RWKOG.

urney would have mostly Ilikely been on a conve
past Gi braltar, down t he west coast of Afri ca,
and into the Red Sea heading to the southern

rranean Sea was not possible due Italian and (
i mately 8 weeks, so Trooper Rea is unlikely tc
that occurred with sl ower convoys. Whil e at

bly in hammocks or on dedok)s,eywl dBiq@gmes duahuge
nd attend educational or practical |l ectures or

anded at Port Tewfik (universally called Tuf fi
rn end of the Suez Canal on 1 September 1942,



The Journey of Trooper
Rea

Francis Leonard

By Simon Harrison.

The Mi ddl e East ah9d4Notrd hl1RN44i ca

2 Sept embieDi sleOm2ar ke d

and

moved

The RAC personnel disembarked

town of E I Ball ah on t he
unposted

classed as X4 or x(iv)

The RAC Depot was a holding and
Operations.
briefed on
The

Mi ddl e East Theatre of
clothes and equi pment,
operate a tank in the

i ndividual replacements
Repl acements would have

been
environment .
woul d not
held here

t hey
been

we st

to Middle East ( ME)

and wer e
bank of

moved (by tre
the Suez Canal

to a uni't or awai tir

acclimatisation camg

Here the arrival
the particul e

men | ived ir

have been all
unt il call ed

This picture shows bl ack

Depot for delivery to
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South
uni t
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14 Septembiéemsied2to HQ 1AD (x(i) from x(iv))

Trooper Rea would have been one of an unknown number

(1ADt)he Chargi-mg Rhirr@dsacement . The x(i) indicated
duty and had been taken on strength by a unit. On t
Form there are three unit stamps, 52RTR and 57 RTR ¢
hence the assumption that is who he served with for

det achment .

1AD had been in the Middle East since December 1941

Bde) and a Support Group with Infantry and Artill ery
in the desert in the summer of 1942, being pushed oL
Al amein |ine, and as a result the British had shuffl
Regi ments and Brigades to try and maintain fighting
scattered between ot her commands, men without wvehicl
units who had more vehicles than men. By the time f
the morale of the Armoured Corps was |l ow and units
On 13 August, Lt Gener al Bernard Law Montgomery ass:.
visiting as many wunits and formations as possible, t
style of man management and chari sma. At an early s
areas where they could be regrouped and Atidied upo
moved to the town of Khatatba north of Cairo, wi th i
and released.

2 Arm Bde consisted of three Armoured Regi ments, The
Royal Hussars (Prince of Wal eswawnr)edulOoadr) grarmhy wrfi twd
I nfantry Battalion, the Yorkshire Dragoons (YD), a )\
detached from the Brigade to the southern end of t he
to arrive at Khatatba. On 10th September the 10H he
remaining at the front and the men were moved to Khe
personnel (to make up for recent |l osses), the Commar
t hem, and new tanks: American Shermanés for A and C
Squadron.

From | ater events | believe that Trooper Rea was pos
new men. The British had |l earnt that breaking up ¢
absolutely necessary, damaged morale, so keeping sol
then trained and travelled together made sense. Gi v
superiority in tanks, it is very difficult to be i me
front |line posting.
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At full strength, an Armoured Sgn was made up of 5 1
a junior officer or Senior NCO. Il nside a tank every
probably within the Troop (except on formal occasi or

would have been Mr (i f he was an officer) or his rar
(OCa Major) and the 2ha CaptCoimm)anwo l2d /lCave Tanks, g

Tanks. There was an HQ Squadron to run the Regi ment
Echel on with the |l orries carrying the spare parts ar
keep all the vehicles and crews going.

A full strength Armoured Regiment had 32 Officers, ¢
10H stild]l retained avaraRgguparcé&mmygepesfsopmel , with

Junior Officers being under 25, the NCOs in their | ¢
Perhaps the biggest difference inside 4he PRBeofmsesi ov

territori al sol dier s, and saw themselves as cavalryn
Caps, while the citizen soldiers conscripted for t he
or Troopers, who could have gone to any RAC unit anc

Regi ment .

A

~ Sherman Tanks of 2Arm Bde

The weeks | eading up to the Battle of EI Al amein wol
the Sherman (accompanied by US Iliaison officers), wt
British tanks. Crews then have practiced driving ir
rehearse the planned attack. On 3 October Lt Gener e
and then gave a morale raising speech to each Regi me
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10H Soldiers posing on a Sher man

As the date of the British attack drew near, 1AD mov
under various camouflage measures during the day so
would have been hard and uncomfortable for the c¢crews
adjacent to them all day, only moving around after ¢
would have made sure their tank was fully fuell ed, C
and water before moving forward.

23 OctiddbeNlove mber 1942 Battle of E I Al amei n

The plan for the 8th Armyodés attack was for the infar
and Italian positions at night, to allow Engineers t
which the tanks could pass, to engage and defeat t he

in the north behind the Scottish Battalions of 51st

The attack started at 2200 on the 23rd, but the | nf e

(German Sol diers had been moved into the area to bol
mi nefields, that were denser than first anticipated,
wi dening of the planned | anes. As the sun was comir
themselves strung out and vulnerable in columns unat
Arcisdree) decided to push on regardless, with A and

|l ow ridge) to join the infantry. They made it withec

Brigade had to withdraw to their starting point.

Partially hidden behind the ridge, the 10H tanks wer
with arttidnlergunanarn tG e3gn olwnstt an ktsank s .



The
Franci

Journey of
s Leonard
Si Harri son.

By mo n

of t h
ng inf
tanks t

Sh
ntr
Ge
W o
st
hav
al i

=

The 75mm guns
yards) enabli
the British
firing British tank
crews to dismount t
di smount they would
mar mal ade from Austr

® — 3
oo "o o 3

QDO - Cc - 0O
= o 0O

dar k t
with fuel

became
repleni shed

emotionally draining
who had been forced

and moved, taken bac
Sgn personnel handed t
having destroyed over

uni t .

As it m

d

Q

b
r
[

~N S
O TP SO

Ther
easi
atta
t he

caus
grou
Arm

was now a shor
repaired) bef
took place fu

fantry seized
by dust and s
was overl ooke

had 75% of i

res
e p
her
eir
k e,
by

t a

t
0]
r
t

O:‘H_‘

m
d
ts

t h
b

cleared
pulling
ey beat off
k of the Ger
n the 4t h, but by
4 2 Arm Bde cros
ng General Von Tho
t risk came from p
hamshire Yeomanry,
man . Fortunately,
t s! The foll owing
s of Il talians seek
eered their vehicl

Arm Bd
e, tan
on, t h
he bac

Wh e n
di st
afte
br ok
and

vemb
capt
grea
Nott
for

t wo un
hundr e
comman

e
k s

S5 ON
® —+ O O

S

O~ c o~ 0o o

® 5 ®© " T =T

e of El Al
but was
| ead: Arm Bde we
trains of the other Divis
day that Tobruk was
Tobruk, when it was

ot her nits pushed

e Battl
enemy,

Wi th t
beat en
in the

a

2

deci d

on.

Trooper
Re a

> 5o

a

a
o
r

Ta

i
a
fo
n
u

t
re

s
o]
S
t h
n k
e
ac
a
ma
t h
ed
ma
00
i
n
d
i n

made it
engineers
fire, and
move back
h | egs and
ten oat meal
Sout h Afri

noéds
d

possible to K
to secure t he
this was when
to fidead grounc
brew tea or coc
bi saditts or
ca

forward
mi nor r

nder of 10H came
mmunition and any
r Trooper Rea in his firs
don their tanks woul d hay
gh the minefields. 10H r
remaining 5 serviceable t
nks or guns, when they we

and 10H were issued
paring for a fresh

outh and would be s
bjectives, the ar mo
o did not start to

e Tel EI Agqgaqir ri
S

estroyed or disa

new
attack
upport
ur wa s
push c
dge t}
bl ed.

n t
a
co
Th
d t
i dg
hi
ot
ed
rom
on,
b €

mi efields,
o take o
or Ger ma
rmour an
en Rommel h
the Tel E I
Rommel 6s

communi ca
the adjacent mo
vehicles were it
the Brigade s h

to surrender, avi

t hey
addi
n ar mo
d mor a
ad rea
Aggagq
deputy, i
tion wi t

(@]
o S o

n

® O

b
t
u
I
I
[

e
[
r
e
i
r

C
Fs
L
€
;
€
S
:
Ar E
€

pu

Q 9 O S5 — -
5 0O o0 " oS T o

g

es.

me

stymied

nt
i o

recaptured.

ed

had fered
ms , h €
n the
by 12t
mber 1

woul d

suf
obl e
ba o

in won, 10H
by supply pr
rst to EI Da
Neverthel ess,
By 15t h Nove

the Division

fi
ns.

t hat



1

The Journey of Trooper
Francis Leonard Rea

By Simon Harrison.

From Egypt to Tunisia

1AD was now spread out in smal/l camps on the coast r
of any air attacks, however sporadic given the RAFs
town of Timimi approximately 60 miles west of Tobr uk
Headguarters and a now abandoned hospital and airfie
t he German and I talian facilities, including what tF
tents; German tents were particularly prized. The v
sandstor ms, that would have required the vehicles toc
suffered so much water and sand damage that they wer
back to Egypt. When the sun did shine, the sea woul
men so far from home.

This was not a time of idleness for the 10H with var
(running errands etc) and sporting events. Football
established with games home and away:

Bays-110H 1
10H -¥D 5
10H -9L O
Bde HQOIMH O

10H -42L 0 (12 Lancers were an Armoured Car equipped

With all the results recorded in the 10H War Diary f
Col oni al units who wanted to see what tanks coul d dc
weapons, and the NZ Division who were |l ooking to cre
t he Division Commander, Maj or Gener al Briggs visit
Lumsden, who would be sacked by Montgomery a few day

Maj or Gener al Brian Horrocks who made his first visi



